The Special Vocabulary of Syriac

Although the great majority of words in Syriac are standard Aramaic, because Syriac has the
widest variety of genres, is heavily influenced by Byzantine Greek, and many of its authors
and translators were especially concerned with christological matters, Syriac has quite a few

common words that are not used or are found much more rarely in the other dialects

.Cepisqopa) n.m

Greek anp, air, sky "’r (’a’ar, ayar, I
corresponds to ’a’er) n.f/m.
2R in Jewish
dialects and aiar
in Mandaic.
Greek eidoc. form, species ’ds, ’dS’ (*?adas, ~ELN
.adsa) n.m
Greek gospel 7wnglvwn caul\Dar
guavyyéAiov. .Cewangelion) n.m
Greek ouoia essence, being Twsy’ (‘tistya) n.f ~amard
pronounced like (preposition), [’yk —hyk, 7yk e
“0ak”! as (con;.) (hayk/hek/’ak)
prep.

Greek gxoAn. school ’skwl’ (eskole/ ~\aaow~
Note how .2) n.m
borrowings from
Greek words with
initial clustered
sigma take
preformative
aleph in Aramaic.
Greek oxfjua, i.e., [character, manner 7skm. ’skm’ ,AA D
English “scheme”. ’eskem, “eskema -

g ( eskem.ﬁériskema) o<
Greek émiokorrog. |bishop ’pysgwp’, ~Anmo

? ?
S
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http://cal.huc.edu/oneentry.php?lemma=%29d%24%20N&cits=all
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http://cal.huc.edu/oneentry.php?lemma=hyk%20p&cits=all
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Greek 0p6660éo¢. [orthodox 7rtdeS, @aarhi
rtwdwks adj
also diis between Dbyt (bet) prep dus
enclitic like Greek |for, indeed gVI (ger) adv. A TR Ny
Yap
usually spelled  |treasure gnz, gnz’ =1\
without nun in (ginza, ganza, '
Syriac .gazza) n.m
Greek yévog; kind, species gns, gns’ (gnes, @I\
normally in the .gensd) n.m "’
absolute in Syriac,
and pl. =asmr
enclitic like Greek [then dvn (den) conj./ 1
o€ .adv -
common Aram. monastery dyr. dvr’ (der, ~ 1
“dwelling” day/éra) n.m./f
opposite, digwbl, ~\sanls
adversary dlqwbl’
dalgtibel
.dalgtubla) n.m
Greek (iAn, same |material, matter  |hwl’ (hala. hale) ~\am
.word as hyl’. pl n.f.
w\am
=h§t’ adv. : now in  |NnoOw h§’ (hasa) adv ~XIm
others
here hrk’ (harka) adv ~Ai®m
sense, pain, the  |h§, h§” (has. ~X%

Passion

has$$a) n.m. #2

blessed, saintly

twbn (toban) adi.
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http://cal.huc.edu/oneentry.php?lemma=hrk%29%20X&cits=all
http://cal.huc.edu/oneentry.php?lemma=x%24%232%20N&cits=all
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Commonly “type” [form, type ) ,{gagc\)v
as in the Tanakh’s twps, twps
supposed (tpos/topos, tupsa/
foreshadowing of tupsa) n.m.
Christian
scripture; see also
S.V. =\
Greek 14éic order, rank, tks, tks’ (tekkes. ~ma\
arrangement tekkosa) n.m
with suffix = a type |essence yt, vt’ (vat. yata) ~&u
of reflexive h.m /f
pronoun; an B
expansion from “yt”
marking d.o.
Nature, natural Kkvn, kvn7 I TEN
substance J(kyan, kyana) n.m
congregation, knwsh, ~&rala
synagogue, knwst’ (knussa,
Judaism knusta) n.f
Christian Krystyn <=L\ s
(kristyan) adj
to be fitting; 1Thm vb. (e/a) DTN
passive=to be
threatening!
older form: something, mdm o1
N W~n, and can |whatever meddem) pron.
be made plural.
Compare Dy™M
and »mn in other
dialects.
Both forms are  [on the one hand  |mN (man) adv. eV...

enclitic in their
clauses,
paralleling the
Greek LEV ... O€.

... on the other
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http://cal.huc.edu/oneentry.php?lemma=%2Bwps%20N&cits=all
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mdrs. mdrs’

a poetic hymn of |a type of hymn ~Li1tn
line by line varying (madras$., madrSa/
meter designed to madras, madrasa)
be sung to a fixed n.m.
melody; i.e., quite
different from
Jewish midrash.
literally: placing  |punishment msm bry§7 ~L 1D nm>
on the head (mosam brésa)

n.m.
Note that the root |baptist m‘mdn, =31 0
“(md” means “to m*‘mdn’ ' '
sink” in Aramaic, (ma‘modan
unlike Hebrew. ma‘modana)

nom.ag.C ,

bant m'mwdy,
aptism m‘mwdyt’ ~durasas =

(ma‘modi,

ma‘modita) n f.
The root s°r is action, event, SWYI‘II. sw‘rn’ =31
common in visitation (su‘ran, su'‘rana)
Aramaic in the N.m
sense “to visit”,
but “to do an
action” is a
special Syriac
development.
Note the church, the ‘dh, ‘dt’ ceta) ~Mh
assimilated “d” in [Church .n.f
the singular.
and so various  [the Crucifixion slybw, ;<§;q_fa..l_s.
forms of the root slvbwt’ (sliba. '

slb vb. “to crucify”

.slibaita) n.f
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http://cal.huc.edu/oneentry.php?lemma=clb%20V&cits=all

resurrection, the
Resurrection

qymh, qymt’

(Qvama. gyamta
(gayyamta) ) n.f.

~&h>uo

Greek karjywp  [to accuse

with metathesis, qtrg vo. Ao
but also occurs as

o

an important term |person, essential nwm ~<nadn
in the nature, hypostasis [qgnwm? (gnom.

christological qnoma) n.m.

arguments

common in typological Irz, I‘Z’jrﬁz, raza) =A<
Aramaic as symbol _n.m

“mystery”, but

also used here

like wémsc\lv

This is the same  |blink, hinting rmz,rmz’ <4

word as Rabbinic
Hebrew m?, but
in Syriac it often
has a special
theological
meaning: the
divine nod or
wink as a
creative or
commanding
manifestation
of divine will.

(rmez., remza) n.m.
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http://cal.huc.edu/oneentry.php?lemma=q%2Brg%20V&cits=all
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